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Note by the Printers. 
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URING the year 1877, the Caxton 
Celebration was held in London, and 
a moft extraordinary collection of 
| early printed Books was exhibited at 
Z—) South Kenfington. One of the ex- 

hibits confifted of a volume of impreffions and the 
blocks themfelves, the originals of which have been 
ufed for the reductions which illuſtrate this Volume. 
This very curious feries of original blocks were 
purchafed about fixty years fince at Nuremberg, by 
the late Mr. Sams, of Darlington. They cannot 
be recognifed as belonging to any printed ook, and 
the Artift’s mark, which appears on the 37th 
plate, is unknown to any Bibliographer. M. 
PAss AVANT, a wellknown writer on the fubject, 


does not appear to have met with it in his re- 
fearches. It is therefore probable that the blocks 
were thrown afide and never uſed, after they had 
been engraved, till a lapfe of nearly four centuries. 

They form a kind of Biblia Pauperum,” 
illuftrative of the Life, Miracles, Parables, and 
Sayings of our Saviour, and, occafionally, typical 
fubjects from the Old Teftament are introduced. 
There are altogether seventy-eight ſubjects repre- 
[ented on the thirty-eight plates. 

A date is engraved on two of the blocks, but it 
would feem that the figures are tranfpofed, for 
Authorities at the Britiſi Mufeum agree in reading 
the date as certainly 1540, but fay it is dificult to 
refer the artiſtic compofition to that period, as it 
clearly belongs to the end of the previous century. 

When thefe blocks came into our poſſeſſion in 
1877 we found them remarkably clean, free from 
hgns of wear, but extenfively worm-eaten; in 
one or two cafes pieces of the furface coming away 
in the hand. The wood is of a foft kind, quite 
unlike that ufed at the prefent day, and although 
the fiyle of execution is certainly not equal through. 
out the whole ſeries, the kind of material ufed, and 
the pecuhar ftyle of cutting, all go to indicate 
their great antiquity. 
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Immediately after the Exhibition referred to, 
thefe blocks were ufed in the production of “A New 
Biblia Pauperum, a Memorial Volume, of which 
275 copies were iffued at the price of One Guinea. 
The edition was at once abforbed by the fubfcribers 
and general public, and to-day commands 4 
confiderable premium. The very characterifitc 
Preface, kindly contributed by the late Very Rev. 
ARTHUR PENRHYN STANLEY, D. D., Dean of 
Weſtminſter, for that Volume, appears in the 
following pages. The profits of the Volume were 
given to the Printers’ Penfion Corporation. 

We now prefent A Smaller Biblia Pauperum, 
which, though reduced in fize, faithfully retains all 
the pecuhartties of the original Blocks, while at 
the fame time we have in other reſpects added to 
the intereft of the Volume. 

The Text bas been ſelected from Wichif’s 
tranflation of the New Teſtament, as being the 
only Englifh Verfion commonly known at the period 
when thefe blocks were originally engraved. 

Che Borders and Ornaments which embellifh 
the letter preſs pages are exact fac-fimiles of thofe 
ufed in a Book of Hours, now in the Lambeth 
Palace Library, printed by J. Kerver, in Paris, 
1525, and which, by the kind permiffion of the 


tate Archbifbop of Canterbury, we have been able 
to reproduce. 

The Paper das been Specially made by hand, 
in Holland, by precifely the ancient method, and of 
a texture and colour as nearly as poffible to imitate 
that ufed in the fifteenth century. 

Che Binding zs in accordance with the ftyle of 
the period, the defign having been taken from an 
early book in the Britiſi Mufeum. 

We have thus endeavoured to produce a very 
perfect reprefentation of a Book which nearly four 
hundred years ago may have Jerved the people of 
that day in place of our now widely di Heminated 


Bible. 
UNWIN BROTHERS. 


LrrrIE BRI DOE STREET, 
September, 1884. 
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BY THE LATE 


Nery Rev. ARTHUR PENRHYN STANLEY, b. p., 
/ Dean of Weftminfter. 
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HAVE been requefted by Meſſrs. 
Unwin to fay a few words by 
way of Preface to this interefting 
work, which confifting of the rude 
attempts, at the beginning of the 
a . art of Printing, to diſſeminate by 
pictures the truths ſo ſoon to be diffuſed far more 
widely by typography, was fitly called the Biblia 
Pauperum,” the Bible of the Poor, The connection 
of Caxton’s prefs with the precincts of Weſtminſter 
Abbey has often fuggefted the coincidence of the 
Book and the Church; the art of the printing of the 


Book, as Victor Hugo obferved, coming into exiftence 
at the moment when the great age of the building of 
Churches was pafling away, fo that, in his forcible 
fanguage, it was ſaid, This will kill that—the Book 
will kill the Church; or, as we might, in a kindlier 
ſpirit, exprefs it, “the Church has given birth to the 
Book.” In like manner thefe Antique Woodcuts, 
dating only feven years before the firft appearance of 
Caxton’s firft printed Englifh Book, are a fitting 
memorial of the epoch, commemorated by the Caxton 
Celebration, when the Bible of the Poor” for the 
laft time appeared in the guife of pictures, before it 
paſſed into cheap, multifarious, illimitable Bibles, 
which fhould permeate through all claſſes far more 
effectually than any pictorial reprefentations. It is 
exactly the point of meeting, the croſſing, as it were, 
of the two arts—the image paſſing into ſubſtance 
the later education of thought and ſpirit taking the 
place of the earlier education of fenfe and figure. 


A. P. Stanley. 


The Meaneryp, Wiekininter, 
Nov. 13, 1877. 
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as the aungel of the lord comaun⸗ f 
did him / € took marie his wilt / 
A 6 8 be ber ace tines 7 5 7 
hade borun hir irk bigetun lone / key 
2 1 if 6 a bis name Ihelus. 877 
. ThERFOK whanne ihelus 
Al was borun in Bethleem of iuda / 


in the dapes of king Eroude / lo fia 
aäſtrompens camen fro the eeſt to VI 


lerulalem & leiden / where is he 
that is borun king ok iewis / kor 
iS ve han keen his ſterre in the eeſt / 
A 575 we comen kor to worlchip 
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But king eroude herde x wag 
troublid / and al ferufalem with f 
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— N it was don / in 
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ment wente out fro eng 
the ſemperrour august / 
A that al the world Fe 
fchul dilcrpued. This fir Re 
dilervuynge was maud of firpn [RAG By 
iuſtice of rie. And alle men 8 
denten to make prokeſlioun / eche Pes 
in to his owne citer. And Joleph Wes wpe 
wente up kro galile / fro the citer F 
Anazareth / in to iudee / in to a cite (RRR VAS 
of dauith that is clepid bethleem / 
kor that he was ok the hous and 79 i 
of the mepnee ok dauith / that he 
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bis wii that was weddid to hym / N 
and was greet with child / 
@ and it was don while thei 
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: Dif Came cuntre / wakynge and kep- 
N inge the watchis of the nyzt on 
her flok/ and lo the aungel of the 
Raed lord food bilidis hem / and the 
1 Cleernefle of god {chpned aboute 
LESS peu and thei dredden with greet 
; SED. ; re E. 

„And the aungel beide to hem / 
% nyple ze drede / kor lo 2 preche to zou / 
Aa greet fope/ that kchal be to alle 
„ puple / for a Caupour is borun to 
dai to zou / that is criſt / the lord 
Ain the citee of dauith / and this is 
~ Aw atoken to zou / ze lchuln kynde a 
„zunge child wlappid in clothis / 
Hand leide in a cracche / and lu⸗ 
K depnli there was made with the 
aungel a multitude of heuenli 
knpzthod / heripnge god a leiynge / 
i glorie be in the hiziſt thingis to 
god / and in erthe pees be to men F 
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kor eueri male kynde openenpnge EVAN 
wa the wombe / (chal be clepid boli to 
the lord / and that thei Cchuln zeue N 
an ied 9 75 aktir that is leide in Sears 
be lawe of the lord / a peire ok 
5 N tuͤrtus or tweie culuere briddis. 
and lo a man was in ieru⸗ e 
klalem / whos name was lymeon / e 
and this man was full and ver⸗ Je 
tuoug/ and abood the counkorte of % 
lrael / and the holt gooſt was in He 
hym / and he hadde taken an 
anfwere of the holi gooſt / that he 
lchulde not fe deeth / but he Lale 
firſt the crit of the lord / and he 
cam in lpirit in to the temple / HEN 
and whanne his kadir and modir Wer 
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AA bdeilynge / rachel bi wepinge hir NS 
lones / and (che wolde not be 
counkortid for thet ben not. | 

But whanne eroude was deed / Kew 

lo the aungel ok the lord if Res 22 

to iofeph in fleep in egipt & leide / Ae 

SER) vile up take the child € his modir / 

e go in to the lond ok ikrael / for aay 

mando thei that couzten the lik of the Se) 

„ thild ben deed. Joleph roos € Boy 

took the child and 15 modir / 4 

\ cam in to the lond of ifrael. F 
And he herde that archelaus 
CAG N regned in fude kor eroude his 
FSO SR i kadre / & dredde kor to go thidic/ 

and he was warned in lleep / and 6 

vente in to the parties of galilee/ 85 

and cam c dwelte in a cite that is Me 

dlepid nazareth / that it lchulde be 

e Culfillid that was leid bi proketis / Kec 

kekor he kchal be clepid a nazarepz. 
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\ 7 vou / we han abraham to kadir / 


kor J Ceie to vou that god is mygti 
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or euery tre that makith not poo 8 
t 


krupt / lehal be kutte doun / € 
aj be catt in to the fire. 
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baptilynge and prech⸗ 
„ ovnge the baptym of f 
b benaunce in to rempl⸗ F Zey 
Pe sÄduiooun of ſynnes / and Bees 
al the cuntre of iudee wenten out Pes 
to hym / and al men of ierulalem / 17 
and thei weren baptilid of hym P 
in the flum Jordan / and know: SAK 
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and wilde hony / And prechide fae: 
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water / but he (chal baptile zou in Pan 
the Holi gooſt. And it was don ee 
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reth of galilee / x was baptifin of Yee 
Joon in Jordan / and anoon he 
wente bp of the watir and Laie 
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2 ) tome pe aktir me / J {chal make 
vou to be made fifchers of men. 
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MATTHEW. 


J he that Cwerith in 
the temple / Cwerith in 
ite in hym that dwel⸗ 
U lith in the temple / and 
he that l(werith in heu⸗ 
ene / lwerith in the trone ok god / 
E in hym that ũttith theron. Cis 
to zou lcribis and pharileis ipo- 
tritis / that tithen mynte anels x 
compne c han lekte tho thingis 
that ben ok more charge ok the 
lawe / doom & merci ¢ keith / and it 
bihouid to do thele thingis € not 
to leue tho / blinde leders clenlenge 
a gnat / but lwolowynge a camel. 
@ Wo to zou ktribis ¢ pharileis 
ipocritis that clenfen the cuppe 4k Pear 
plater with oute korth / but with⸗ d 
vnne pe ben ful of rauepne € vn⸗ 
clennefle/ thou blynde pharilee 
lente thou the cuppe k the plater 
with ynne korth / that that is with 
oute korth / be made clene, C dio 
to zou lcribis and pharifeis ipo⸗ 
critis / that ben like to lepulcrig 
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lemen iuſt to men / but with ynne 
pe ben ful of ſpocrille x witkid⸗ 
neſle. CUM to zou ſcribis & phari⸗ 
leis ipotrites / that bilden Cepul- 
tris of proketis / x maken keire the Ks 
birielis / of iuſt men & leien / if we IS 
hadden be in the dapes ok oure 
kadris / we Echulden not haue be 
her kelowis in the blood ok proke⸗ 
tis / and lo pe ben in witnels inge 
to zou ſilk / that pe ben the lones 
ol hem that llowen the proketis / FAG 
I kulälle pe the melure of zoure ASS 
kadris / pe eddris and eddris brid⸗ Ke 
dis / houlchulen pe fle krothe doom 
ok helle. (Therkore lo J tende to Hs 
zou proketis ¢ wile men ck (cribis / PB 
bol hem pe lchulen fle ¢ cruciſie x TW 
ol hem pe l(chulen (corge in zoure 5 
Hal Cynagogis/ & Cehulen purcue fro FRSH 
thei Cite in to citee. 
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blood of zacharie the lone of bara⸗ 
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len not ſe me 


temple and the auter / truli J lepe 
to zou / alle thele thingis lehulen fp 
come on this generacioun. Jeru⸗ 


alem ferutalem that dleeſt proke- ANS 


tis € ſtoneſt hem that ben lent to 


A thee/ hou okte wolde J gadir to- rales } 


gidre thi children as an henne ga: ee 
derith togidre hir chekenes vndir |B yey 
bir wengis / € thou woldiſt not / lo 
zoure hous (chal be leekt to zou yay 


delert / and J 2 to zou / pe Cebu: e 


ro hennes forthe INA 


ul ve keien / blellid is he that com: PACER 


ANS eth in the name of the lord. 


ow ihelus wente out R 
ot the temple / and hile area rae 
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i if : uA hym / to lchewe bpm _ 
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AN the bildyngis of the N 


2 diltiplis tamen to hym prpupli & 
leiden / leie to us Whanne thele 


thingis (chulen be / x what tokene 


Noc thi compnge / rok the endynge 


ol the world / and iheſlus ankweride 


ie and fefte to hem / loke pe that n 
5 Za hem / ve that no 


man diſlepue zou / kor many lchu⸗ 
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len comen in my name x (ehulen 
e tkeie / J am criſt / and thet (chulen 


dilleyue many. 
¶ For ye 1 here batailis / 


N k openyouns ot batailis / fe pe that 
Ave be not diſturblid / kor it bihouith 
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thanne thei tchulen le mannis 
fone tomynge in cloudis ok heuene 
with great vertue and glorie / and 
thanne he {chal lende his aunge⸗ 
lis ¢ {chal gadere his cholun fro 
the koure wyndis fro the hiziſt 
thing ok erthe / til to the hiziſt 
thing ok heuene. 

But of the fige tre / leerne pe 
the parable / whanne now his bra: pAy 
unchis is tendre / and leues ben 
{prungen oute / pe knowen that 
Comer is ny; / lo whanne pe teen AS 
thele thingis be don / wite see that PaRbA< 
it is nyz in the doris. 
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generacioun (chal not palle awey 
til alle theke thingis be don / heu⸗ 
ene and erthe (chulen palle / bat 
ms wordis (ehulen not palle / but 
N ol that dai or oure / no man woot / 


nether aungelis in heuene / nether 


Abbe Cone/ but the kadir. 


87 


Se pe wake pe and pref pe / lor 


a Pyve witen not / Whanne the ryme 
— is / kor as a man that is gon ker RO 
in pilgrymage / lekte his hous / and | 
Sifong sat to bile Ceruauntis power of 
euery werke / and comaundide to 


the porter that he wake/ therkor 
walbe ve / kor pe witen not whanne 


the lord ok the hous cometh in the 


euentide or at mydnyzt or at cock⸗ 
is crowynge / or in the mornynge / 
leeſt whanne he come ludeynli / he 
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MATTHEW. 


ha IQ Cihelus came 
ee] eon with Hemintoatoun/ / 
de that is leide Jellem⸗ Paty 
aan / and he leide to hile peZ 
— dilciplis ſitte pe heere / 
the while J go thedir a praye / the im 
125 forth a litil ¢ fil doun on his FAS 
ace / preiynge c leiynge / my kadir BG 
ik it is pollible / palle this cuppe Ay 
fro me / netheles not as J wole / 
but as thou wolte / c he that bit⸗ ee 
raied hym / zal to hem a tokene 4 Be 
leide / whom euer J kille / he it is 
holde pe him / & anoon he came to 
thefus and leide / heil maiſtir / and ie 
he killid hym / k thei helden ihelus Pew FSes 
kledden hym to caiface the prynce Ba Re 
ok preeſtis / where the lcribis erhe 
phavifees & the elder men of the 
puple weren come to gidre / x thei exe 
ledden hym bounden / & bitook tro 
pilat of pounce iuſtite / and thet kol⸗ ae 
dynge a trowne of thornes putten Py, 
on his heede / and a reed in his rizt⸗ 
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honde / and thei kneleden bikor hym BF 

and fcorneden hym and leiden / F. 
hail kyng ok iewis / and thei (pet: 

ten on hym / and token a reed and 

a (moot his heed/ and aktir that the 

ee Hadden {corneden hym / thei bn: 

wy clotbiden hym of the mantil/ and 

NY thei clotheden hym with bile clo⸗ 

this and ledden hym to crucifie/ 

and thei zauen hymto drynke wyne 

i meynde with galle / and whanne he 

( hadde taſtid / he wolde not drynke / 

and aktir that thei hadden cruct: 

e lied hym / thei departiden hile clo: 

this and keiten lot / to fulfille that 

aon is leid bi the prokete leiynge / thei 

e partiden to hem my clothis/ and 4 

on my clothe / thei keſten lotte / and yy 
%thei leeten and kepten hym / and 
letten aboue his heed his caule 
pdbritun, this is ihelus ok nazareth 

ps) 1208 of iewis. 5 

N hanne twei theues weren tru⸗ Nee 

ke tiſied with hym / oon on the vist: NYS 
„halt / and oon on the lekthalk. 2 
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meee FC FR IUARD ihe⸗ He 
a Kiatom tus eftfone (chewid Ne 
hm to bis difciplis/ PaaS re 
at the {ee of tiberiag/ ALY 
Uuiland he (chewid hym fees 
8 thus / there were to gidre lymount 1S 
Han petir and thomas / that is leide Be 
didymus / and natanael that mas Sp 
faa of thecane of galilee / and the lones 7 
ok zebede / and twey other of his 
i dilciplis / Cymount petir Ceith to irs 
e 1257 J go to ulche thei leien to Res 
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8 m / k we comen with thee / and 
thei wenten out and wente in to a 
rh: Bla in that nyzt thei tokun 


no thing / but whanne the morowe fee 
was come ihelus ſtood in the bry⸗ %% 
nke / netheles the dilciplis knewen FANE 
not that it was ihelus / therkor Fin 
A ihelus łeith to hem / children where 
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tchuln kynde / and thet 
g the nette / and thanne thei mpsten 
A not drawe it kor multitude of fil: 
a Chis. (Therkor thilke dilciple / 
whom ihelus loued leide to petir / 
it is the lord. Symount petir 
ai wharnne he hadde herde that it is 
the lord / girde hym with a coote 
kor he was nakid/ and wente in 
tothe ee. And as thei camen doun 
in to the lond / thet laien tolis lig: 
gynge / and a fülche leide on / and 
breed. Ihelus Ceith to hem / bry⸗ 
Inge pe ot the filchis / whiche pe 
han takun now / lymount petir 
wente up et drowz the nette in to 
AWwA the lond ful of greet filchis / an 
%bundrid fiftiand thre/and whanne 
gail zy thet weren lo many / the nette was 
not brokun. Ihelus leith to hem / 
tome pe ete pe / and no man ol hem 
that faten at the mete durſte are 
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D the while thei tpa- Marae 
en thele thingis / ihe⸗ U 


dus {ood in the myd⸗ 


dil of hem / and keide BOSE 


to hem / pees to zou / J 
am / nyle pe drede / but thei weren 


hem to le a lpirit / and he leide to 
hem / what ben pe troublid / and 
thoustis comen up in to zoure her⸗ 


tis / le pe myn 17 7% and my 7 


keet / kor J my ſilk am / kele pe and 
le ye / kor a ſpirit hath not fleifch 
and bones / as ye leen that J haue / 
c whanne he haͤdde leid this thing 
he fchewid hondis and keet to hem / 
and zit while thei bileueden not / 


and wondrid kor fofe/ he leide / 


han pe here onp thing that tchal 
be eten / and thei l ma 
part of a fi lch rooſtid / and an hony 


tombe / and whanne he hadde eten 
bikor hem / he toke that that lekte 
and zar to hem. (And leide to 


CE 


hem / thele ben the wordis that J 
fklhpake to zou / whanne J was ile See 
vith zou / kor it is nede that alle |itpa 
thingis ben fulftllin/ that ben wri⸗ ae 
tun in the lawe of moiles and in BSy 
N „ proketis / and in falmes of me. 
i 12 Than he opened to hem witte / |e 
ee den onoiettonne ter g 


pturis. 
MARK. 75 

— he beide to hem / 
dope in to al the world / 
e preche the golpel to joie 
ech creatur / Cho that jp 
> (EE: el 4 os A hileueth tis baptilid / 
NN A (chal be laat / but he that bileueth eye 
not / (chal be dampned / ¢ thes to- Pee 
e] kenes (chulntue hem that bileuen / 
i an my name / thei fchuln caſte out 
ors Ceendis/ thei chuln fpeke with 


newe tungis /, thei lchuln do awey 
(erpentis / and ik thei drynken onp 
A venym / it (chal not nope hem / thet 
I chuln let her hondis on ke men / 
e tei cchuln were boo 
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